
The aerial photograph shows the allocation of land on the

farm: 30 acres of tilled land, enough for a family tobacco

operation, 35 acres of pasture in the marsh, and 144

acres of woodland. We believe that most of Scales' farm

products were transported by road to the steamboat

landing at Dare's Wharf (today's Dares Beach) and

thence to buyers. There is, however, a spot on Parkers

Creek locally called Scales Landing. Small craft launched

from the landing were likely used for fishing and crabbing,

and may have provided another means to move farm

goods to vessels in the bay or at the wharf.
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John Walter Scales Jr. (1871-1944) and his wife Sarah Gross

Scales (born ca. 1877, died after 1946) were African American

farmers and owners of the approximately 200-acre tract shown

on the aerial photo at right. Scales bought the land in 1916,

and his heirs sold it in 1946. 

In addition to farming, Scales was active in public life. In 1908

and 1909, he served as a delegate or an alternate to Maryland

Republican conventions. In the decades following the Civil

War, the Republican party actively supported the rights of

Black Americans. In 1911, Scales helped form the Negro

Business League of Calvert County. In the late 1920s, in

addition to farming, he ran a lunchroom in Prince Frederick.
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Photographs of the Scales dwelling in 2001.

Top: roofline from the old road, opposite side

from today’s Turkey Trail. Middle: interior

view of log slabs and chinking. Bottom:

fireplace where the sections meet.

Photographs of the Scales dwelling in 2001.
Top: roofline from the old road, opposite side
from today’s Turkey Trail. Middle: interior
view of log slabs and chinking. Bottom:
fireplace where the sections meet.

The Scales dwelling, badly deteriorated 75 years after the

family's departure, consisted of a log section from an earlier

day and a frame section that may have been built at the time

of the family’s arrival. In the older section, logs were hewn into

slabs and chinked with stones and mortar. A stone fireplace

stood where the two sections met. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iReVhPlVwO3ZLK4Y_2ioDKrBKsfGD0_F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11B07u71-12HB0uafimAF5OWt1yqXVCpM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EQ0uOjIUFG1GLa9No67h5apD8mq7Wid/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19U4heyD7PrpQlXGHp_k96ycqi62_u79J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rJGwGjdNcZvNjm7k9OnDvTH2C8GQa9Qi/view?usp=sharing

