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Daniel Wallace (1877-1936)

was one of eight children in the

family of the U.S. Colored

Troops Civil War veteran

Joseph Wallace and his wife

Arabella Watts Wallace. Daniel

and his wife Ella (born ca.

1876) had 10 children from

1898 to 1925.

Daniel's parents had acquired

about 269 acres of land

between 1880 and 1900, the

entire shaded area on the map.

At the end of Joseph Wallace's

life and, guided by his heirs in

the decade that followed, about

144 acres, outlined in blue,

were sold or transferred to

others, all of whom were African

American.

By the early 1920s, the

immediate family retained about

125 acres, outlined in yellow.

This was the land that Daniel

farmed, probably beginning

shortly before his father’s death.
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Although Daniel's mother Arabella died in

1923, land records continued to list her as

owner. Other documents indicate that taxes

were not paid from 1927 to 1930. Foreclosure

and an auction sale followed.

The physician Hugh W. Ward bought the

property in January 1934, and Daniel Wallace

became Ward's tenant farmer.

Wallace needed a workhorse, a necessity

addressed in May 1934 by a Depression-era

Calvert County relief agreement. However,

the agreement offered only a loan: Wallace

was required to pay for the horse and to grow

a specified amount of tobacco, with terms

similar to a sharecropper’s contract. The relief

agreement also demanded that Wallace labor

on public works projects "during slack

seasons" for thirty cents per hour.
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Whatever the merits of the agreement, it was not in effect for long: Daniel

Wallace died in 1936 at the age of 59. Meanwhile, the 1940 census lists

Ella Wallace as a 64-year-old widow in her daughter’s home in Prince

George's County, Maryland.

Whatever the merits of the agreement, it was not in effect for long: Daniel
Wallace died in 1936 at the age of 59. Meanwhile, the 1940 census lists
Ella Wallace as a 64-year-old widow in her daughter’s home in Prince
George's County, Maryland.

Hugh W. Ward, MD (1898-1978),
lived in Owings, Maryland, and
owned several working farms.

He owned this property from
1934 until his death. The

standing barn was built in the
1950s or 1960s. Photo 2012.
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